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has for so many years presented to them. This he 
has set forth in his most recent book, “The Broad 
Church,” which was noticed in “ Ligntr” of June 27th and 
July 5th of last year. It is not too much to say that this 
book contains a résumé of the most reasonable views of one 
of our most advanced thinkers in England at the present 
time. If I could have my way, I would scatter it broad- 
cast, and would induce all who regard Spiritualism as, 
what I once called it, “the Gospel of God to an age that 
needs it,” to “read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest” it. 
It contains, as the Articles of the Church of England have 
it, “godly doctrine necessary for these times.” Nothing 
better has been done since the same author published his 
“Thoughts for the Times.” We have had too much 
iconoclasm, and the time has come for reconstruction. It 
is easy to go about with a hammer breaking things up 
things venerable and venerated by those to whom the old 
faith has not been disturbed or modified by the new and 
audacious thought of this intrusive age. It is to those 
of us who maintain a reverence for the past without a too 
rigid adherence to methods of thought which recent 
criticism and discovery do not sanction, to restate old 
truths that can never die in terms that shall commend 
themselves to modern thought :—it is to such that we must 
look fur our advance in knowledge. Of these men Mr. 
Haweis is the most conspicuous example. We have had 
Dean Stanley, Frederic Denison Maurice, and Robertson ; 
we have Haweis, Martineau, and Stopford Brooke. Mr. 
Haweis has heen wise enough to see—what, unfortunately, 
Stopford Brooke did not see—that the Church must be re- 
formed from within. He has stood to his guns, and the work 
that he has done and is still doing is of incalculable value. 


Tam still condemned to blindness, and my progress is 
~ aatremely slow. The most that can be said is that there is 
“go Worse symptom apparent than the very serious ones 

_ which have kept me for the last three weeks in imminent 
-danger of permanent loss of eyesight. T manage to dictate 
my Notes and keep a general supervision over my paper, 
but I cannot read, and am much hampered by the fact that 
Tean follow the course of events only by having news- 
papers and letters read to me. The deprivation to a man 
whose mind has been as active as mine is more than I can 
wil. However, my resources are not exhausted. I have 
many kind friends who assist me, and T see to the contents 
of the paper which, under the supervision of my friend the 
Acting Editor, will, I hope, commend itself to my readers. 


T am informed that at the meeting of the Society for 

| Psychical Research, which will be held before these Notes 
are in the hands of my readers, a paper will be read by Mr. 
Richard Hodgson on “ Mr. Davey’s Reproduction by Con- 
jaring of So-called Mediumistic Phenomena.” On this I 
have to remark, Ist, That Mr. Davey sought me out and 
distinctly told me that he was a medium, and detailed to 

| me the phenomena which occurred in his own house. They 
were precisely similar to those with which T am familiar as 
curring in the presence of mediums. He sought my 
advice, and had it to the best of my ability. He left on 
me no other impression than that of bona fides. If he was 
telling me a story—-an hypothesis I am reluctant to enter- 
tain--he acted his part very well. As time went on I 
arnt that Mr. Davey was posing before the Society for 
Psychical Research as one who could produce all these 
marvels of which he had told me by the artifices of the 
omjurer. I could not reconcile the two attitudes, but I 
challenged him repeatedly by letter and in print to meet 
we and show me what he could do. T asked him to explain 
the discrepancy between what he had first professed and 
what he now alleged. To that challenge, often repeated, I 
revived no reply. If ever any man shirked an important 
isu, having made serious allegations which he was in 
AM bound to support, that man was Mr. S. J. Davey. 
lf such evidence had been presented to the Society for 
Psychical Research, making in an opposite direction that 
which they were inclined to receive, I think I know how it 
“ould have been treated. T shall read with interest what 
Mr, Hodgson has to say about him, but Mr. Davey is dead, 


f cannot profitably concern myself with him any more. 


T regret to say that of the six sermons preached by Mr, 
Haweis to his congregation on three recent Sundays I can 
refer only to one, that which appeared in the last number 
of “Licur.” In the vestry of St. James’s were displayed, 
with an audacity almost sublime, a number of spirit- 
photographs and pictures which must have been a revela- 
tion to the hundreds who saw them, emphasising, as they 
did, the discourses which were presented to congregations 
that left no standing room in the church. It is an age 
of discovery. One hardly knows whether our ancients 
will lay down their honoured heads in peace before, amid 
the discoveries of modern science, they have seen subverted 
the very foundation of that which sufliced for their fathers’ 
belief. T used to be told as a child that what was good 
for my father was good enough for me. Tt isn’t; the day 
has gone by when that can be pleaded against the cause of 
progress. ‘ Do let us be a bit like other people,” said an 
old lady to me when T wanted to do something which she 
didn’t understand, Tt was the crowning aspiration of a 
well-spent life. But the time has gone by for that. We 
don’t want to be like other people when we see that other 


The sermons of the Rev. H. R. Haweis, delivered at 
» dames’s, Marylebone, mark a distinct epoch in 
Spiritualism, For three successive Sundays Mr. Haweis 
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We want to sift the truths, to winnow 
the chaff, or, to vary the metaphor, to apply the 
This is heing done all round us. Mr. 
Haweis is one of those whe are applying to that which was 
a doctrine of faith the scientific probing and testing 
which will substitute for faith, knowledge, Believe me,” 
he says, “ that nine out of every ten professing Christians 
in these days have a very feeble grip of the doctrine of life 
after death. Believe me, that for tens of thousands this 
doctrine of the dead, this alleged emerging into something 
like certainty of problems and assertions which have been 
a matter of speculation and faith, has been an immense 
comfort and relief.” Tt has [profess myself unable to 
wee the difference between what I know of the world to 
come and of that of which | wow oat 
Spiritualism has taught me that there are no gaps in 
development, The incarnated spirit gains its experience, 
drops the body when it has done with it, and goes to its 
own place. “He that is unjust shall be unjust still; he 
thet is filthy shall be filthy still; he that is holy shall 
be holy still.” There is no violent change, only orderly 
and progressive development. It cannot be otherwise, 


people are wrong. 
out 
refiners fire 


am denizen. 


Mr. Haweis deals, as he has so often dealt before, with 

tħe contrast between latter-day Christianity and the 
teachings of Christ, an important distinction. But do we 
know what Christ really did teach? We have, as a matter 
of fact, no record of His teachings other than the impres- 
sions conveyed to generations later than that which had 
access to Him. We have no contemporary record. His 
very name was unknown, and does not appear in history, 
except once. He was the originator of a religion which 
has done more for humanity than any other ; yet He passed 
away, Himself unknown, a crucified malefactor. He lived 
and died an obscure person, in an obscure country, and the 
intellectual part of the age took no note of Him, What 
right, then, have we to quote as his ipsissima verba certain 
translated words put down by those who had acquired the 
influence of the Christ tradition long after those words 
could be verified? None. The most we can say is, that 
the spirit may remain though the word be lost. It is con- 
ceivable that it may have been in the counsels of the 
Supreme that words of life may have been preserved for 
us by His direct intervention, and that they may have 
survived in their essential truth the tinkering of trans- 
lators. It may be so. More probably the spirit is pre- 
served in earthen vessels, and man thinks more of the 
vessels than he does of the spirit. Yet it is true still that 
“the letter killeth and the spirit giveth life.” So all these 
things are mysterious, and the mysteries of life constitute 
its chief value as an educator. 


Mr. Haweis has progressed so far, and so fearlessly, 
that he will not be afraid of any new truth. The initial 
question will be, Truth or Ilusion 4 
tendency nowadays to regard everything as illusion, that 


And there is so much 


we may safely class those who concern themselves with 
these matters—-the Crities, who pick holes, and the Criti- 
cised, who furnish the fabric in which they are picked— 
into two divisions :—The one, who knows ; who has lived 
in the midst of these things for years ; to whom they are 
demonstrable realities, ascertained as surely as any fact of 
his life ; the other, who writes for the papers, takes up a 
subject of the day and deals with it as he would with an 
The intelli- 
gent reader may be trusted to label these classes, and say 
which is best worth attention. Where is the illusion 
Not with us assuredly. The of the newspaper 
man who thus airily deals with Spiritualism is equal to 
that of the Statesman of who it was said he would take 
command of the Channel fleet, or cut for the stone, ata 
moment's notice. 


exhibition, or a microbe, or a society dance. 
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entitle The Bxistenee of God, Spirits, and a Spirit World, 


edition of tome poins and prose 


Th . F 
, Phough privately printed, 
believe, no wrong in noticing them, for his 


Scientific Pacts.” Fromit Timake the following selection. 


Tho moods or mosaics that make up human oxistenco an 
statos of tho soul not wholly colourod by the clouds and si 
of ono singlo mortal life; and tho absolute difforones utwa, 
human beings on tho samo plano is loss probably thay 
surince appoarancos indicato. 

Dilforonco in human character is the turn of a kalaidg. 
scopo; the coloured fragments aro the same, but the com. 
bination is chanyod, 

The oxtonnation sought for in the proface for the faultineg 
of some of my verses on the ground that they represent 
moods common to all, | now porceive to be but s Mimy 
excuse, ‘The moods thomselves should never have existed; 
and would not, had tho views sot forth in notes 3 and do 
(just written) —taken possession of mo at the beginning 
instead of only at the close of a long life. 

That the Divine Croator in the mechanism of the spirit 
man should have fashioned it with an eyo for introversion, 
by which in retrospect the lifo on earth is seanned: with 
Memory, liko a papyrus scroll unfolded and stretched out, 
presenting to the spirit-eye the photographs of all our deeds, 
with phonotypic record of all our every thought and spoken 
word—may bo regarded as one of, if not the most powerful 
of all arguments that can be advanced in favour of the 
doctrine of Ro-incarnation : for of what use the retrospect of 
life, if not to amond? And how amend without another 
“show ?” The spirit-world has no mend ; being “ State,”—or 
the condition of spirit; which is the condition of God : which 
is eternal and unchangeable. 

Time and Space furnish the only conditions for change, 
Hence incarnation and Ro-incarnation seem to be necessary, 
for the moral sense revolts at the doctrine of a span-length 
life with a contingont punishment for wrong-doing that is 
eternal ; for annihilation even is eterna] punishment. : 

The creation in man of a power to scan, weigh, and in- 
vestigate himself: a judgment-seat within the soul, where 
Conscience and Reason try the spirit-man by the aid of a 
Memory-record from which nothing is omitted — means 
amendment of life -or, at least a chance for amendment— 
and inasmuch as this, in the spirit-world, or world of State, 
is impossible,—it must take place in tho natural, or world 
of time and space. 


The verses are sweet, and the opinion expressed about 
them by Mr. Hyatt’s friend, that they have the power and 
much of the spirit of the poetry is, in my judgment, 
correct. If Mr. Hyatt, who has now lived out a long life 
had turned his attention to what no poet can quite escape 
—the form and rhythm in which he clothes his poetic 
fancies, he would have achieved a success which it is, per- 
haps, too late to hope for now. Nevertheless he has, as 
he modestly says, written his verses to please himself and 
has printed them to please others. They breathe through- 
out a very sweet and tender feeling. 


SUN-ETHER RADIATORS. 


In answer to numerous inquiries made to us concerning 
Professor Oskar Korschelt’s sun-ether-ray apparatus (see 
“Light,” No, 591, p. 222), we may say that Professor 
Korschelt has as yət no agent in London, and all orders are 
executed direct from his manufactory, 73, Stidstrasse, Leipzig. 
The Professor has forwarded us a disk for experiment, which 
may be seon at our oflice. The prices are as follows:—l, 
Apparatus with stand, 3Us.; la, do. with more powerfully 
acting radiator, 40s,; 14, same as la; with silvered non 
rusting chains, 45s; 2, apparatus to hang on wall, 21s. ; 2a, 
do. do., 31s. ; 2b, do. do., 36s ; 3, ray disk 10s., with silvered 
chains, 12s, ; fower-pot stand, small size, 2s. ; do. large, 2s. 
6d. ; do. with silvered chains, 3s, and 3s. 64. Of these 
cheaper flower-pot stands the Professor says “they are 
relatively weak in effect. They will give such an impulse 
to the growth of Howers that it is just visible. But there are 
sensitive and non-sensitive plants, just as we have sensitive 

| and non-sensitive men, and with non-sensitive plauts they give 
no results, if a result is expected to be seen in a few days.” 


Wiru knowledge comes the power to avert many dift- 
culties, and also foresee many that we cannot avoid, hence 
“in much knowledge is much grief,” 
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RECEPTION TO MR. G. SPRIGGS. 


There was a large gathering at the Portman Rooms, 
pikerstreat, on Monday evoning last, to welcome Mr. G. 
fygland after many years absence in Australia, Tho pro- 
dered by the various artists who had kindly voluntzered 
their services for the oceasion. 
prt Mr. Spriggs took his place on tho platform during the 
singing of “Auld Lang Syne,” supported by Mr. T. 
Rreritt, as chairman, Miss Florence Marryat, Mrs. Russell- 
Davies, and Messrs. Burns and Wyndoe. After a few appro- 
piate words by way of introduction, Mr. Evoritt read the 
address of welcome to Mr. Spriggs and Mr. Denovan (of 
— Rendigo)\—the latter of whom we learnt with regret was 

unable to be present through indisposition., Miss Florence 
= Marryat seconded the address in a short speech, given in 


bee bright and effective manner. Mr. Burns followed 
with a few remarks on “ The Use and Abuse of 
Mediumship.” Mr. Wyndoe then read an address 


wame from the Cardiff Spiritualists. Mr. G. Spriggs, 
tho was somewhat affected by the very hearty greet- 
ig accorded him, replied in a fow brief words of thanks. 
The concert was then proceeded with, and dancing, 
which commenced about ten, was fully appreciated by the 
msjority of the visitors until midnight. All present ex- 
pesed their entire satisfaction 


esured a thoroughly enjoyable evening. 


MAGAZINES. 


“THE MILLION. ™ 
When the first number of the “Million” appeared we 
ventured to say that Mr. Newnes would soon improve on his 
iw attempt to print in colours. The eleventh number, now 
wire us, amply justifies our expectation. Ib is enlarged to 
twelve pages, and is full of readable matter. Still, we cannot 
sy that we like the coloured illustrations. They are very 
_ ude and jar upon our educated eye. We are inclined to 
doudt whether an artistic picture can be produced by the 
zethod of printing employed by Mr. Newnes. For ourselves 
we prefer the illustrations of the “ Strand ” Magazine, so 
anistic and excellent. But Mr. Newnes knows his public, 

ind doubtless knows what he is about. 


“THE STRAND.” 

The illustrated interview by “ Harry How ” in the last issue 
a the “Strand” is Lord Wolseley, Commander-in-Chief of 
ùe forces in Ireland. The writer makes a very interesting 
swiy of a very marked personality. There are some 
reminiscences of Gordon, including a reproduction of the last 
ster he wrote, brief and to the point—‘ Kartoum all right. 
i-l-8&.—C. E. Gordon.” 
Wolseley at Korti by an Arab messenger rolled up in the hem 
of his clothing. We have, too, a facsimile of Gordon's 
tank-note; and of the Queen's toast to Lord Wolseley and 
àis troops on his return from Egypt, when he was banqueted 
ë Balmoral. “{ wish to propose the health of Sir Garnet 
Wolseley and the brave troops he commanded in Egypt, and 
% congratulate him on his glorious and well-deserved success. 
-V.R I.” The words are in facsimile of her Majesty's 
tacdwriting. Mr. Rudyard Kipling—something too much 
si that young man—contributes a short story, “The Lost 
legion.” When, as Carlyle said to William Black, already 
2 the zenith of his fame as a novelist, “When are you 
ting to do any serious work?” The “Strand” maintains its 
‘gh level of excellence. 


NOT DEAD. 


[ cannot say, and I will not say, 

That he is dead. He is just away! 

With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand, 
He has wandered into an unknown land, 
And left us dreaming how very fair 

It needs must be, since he lingers there. 

| Think of him faring on, as dear 

| In the love of There as the love of Here. 
Think of him still as the same, I say, 

He is not dead he is just away! 


—James Wuitcoms Rizey (“Old-fashiored Roses. ”) 


LIGHT. 


Spriggs, the well-known medium, of Cardiff, on his visit to | 
wedings commenced with a programme of music ably ren- | 


At tho conclusion of the first | 


with the arrangements . 
which had been su admirably carried out and had thus | 


It was brought to Lord , 
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| A SPIRITUALIST’S RETORT TO AN ORTHODOX CRITIC.* 


| oe 


{A well-meaning friend (who, by-the-bye, is half deaf) 
| lately ovorhoard scraps of some answers which I gave to a 
visitor who was inquiring about Spiritualism. Thereupon 
| tho dear old lady sent to me, as a solemn warning against 
my “false ideas,” two tracts, written in 1881, by the Rev. 
| Charles Gutch, incumbent of St. Cyprian’s, Marylebone, and 
purporting to be letters “To a Spiritualist.” Though not 
now, these tracts are still circulating, and confusing the 
' minds of estimable persons such as my deaf friend; and, 
moreover, they are fair specimens of very much of the logic 
that is going about the world. Every Spiritualist has heard 
plenty of it, and 1 need not waste room by quoting from the 
tracts. I propose to illustrate the style of argument 
employed by rewriting parts of them, turning the arguments 
to tho ritual of St. Cyprian’s. This will serve the double 
purpose of affording Mr. Gutch an opportunity of judging 
| of the value of his own logic, and of giving the ordinary 
| readers of “Licht” a sample of the practical working of 
the Equation of Unity. It would have taken me weeks of 
| labour to concoct the following by my own unaided faculties ; 
even had I been clever enough to do it at all, which I am 
not. By means of the Equation of Unity I have made Mr. 
Gutch do the work for me.—M. E.B. :—j 
Rev. Sir,—A friend once invited me to accompany her 
to St. Cyprian’s. She wished me to attend certain rituals or 
meetings, at which I might, she ignorantly imagined, 
receive some of the gifts of the Spirit. I declined the 
invitation. If I had gone, I should have deemed it right to 
| announce myself as a follower of Jesus Christ; and, forti- 
' fying myself with the Christian's armour, I should have 
endeavoured, by challenging the priest as to his belief in 
the words of Christ (the only lawful authority), to try the 
priests whether they be of God; and I should, I doubt not, 
have witnessed their exposure and discomfiture. Not caring, 
however, to hear with my own ears the nonsense with which 
we are familiar (at second-hand, of course; I read both the 
comments on High Church practices in evangelical journals 
and the boasts of the silliest order of High Church advo- 
cates), I write to state my reasons for declining; not 
without a hope that they may open your eyes to your 
un-Christian and un-Scriptural occupation and induce 
you to give up what is injuring and imperilling your 
own and others’ souls. I publish this letter for the sake of 
. some who, ignorant and unwary, turn in to High Church 
| places of worship for the sake of seeing what goes on, with- 
out one thought that they are incurring any risk, disobeying 
| any command of God, or doing anything so dreadful as 
| having dealings with priestcraft and pharisaism, or that they 
are encouraging those who wish to keep the keys of the 
| Kingdom of Heaven and to prevent others from entering it. 
| 


Forewarned, forearmed. Such quenching of the Spirit is 
utterly wrong and sinful. All who do such things are an 
abomination unto the Lord. 

To visit St Cyprian’s myself would be time and labour 

thrown away. I know already, from history, what comes of 
' Popery; and I know from common conversation that all 
ritualistic persons are Papists in disguise. And I naturally 
ask myself, What next ? What object do the costumes of 
your sisters subserve 2 What protit, pleasure, happiness, 
does the cross on your church promote ? What strength or 
edification do they impart è After years of observation (of 
the outsides of churches which, by my own showing, I never 
was inside of) I can only answer such queries in one way: 
High Churchism, as far as the solid good and happiness and 
edification of mankind are concerned, is utterly sterile. 
There is no use in stone walls and wooden images and 
linen mu filers. 

And this brings me to my second reason for disapproving 
of High Churches and keeping out of them. 

By the confession, or rather boast, of Anglican priests, 
there is a great deal more in Anglican ritual than mere 
forms, or than the self-decided antics of posturers. The very 
existence of the Church, the phenomena of its history, are 
spoken of as proofs of the Presence on earth of a Divine 
Power engaged in conflict with some power, or powers, of 
evil. People are told in Church (for I fave read sermons, 
though I have not been to St. Cyprian's) that by steady 
adherence to Church ritual in a devout spirit we may gain 


* A reference to Rev. C. Gutch’s pamphlet appeared in “Notes by 
the Way” in Lieut for August 8th and 15th, 1891. 
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Light on this world and tho next; that according as our 
attitude toward Church privileges is, or is not, reverent and 
honest or the reverse, wo shall bring ourselves into com- 
munion with good or evil beings, and may raiso ourselves 
into a higher sphere of thought and fooling or lower our- 
selves immeasurably. Moreover, priests, so far from allowing 
us to regard their doings as innocent theatrical porformances 
with no bearing on anything serious, actually tell us that 
the Sacramental Life is to them a religion, an actual Source 
of Light and Faith; and that they have learned more from 
it than from merely reading the Scriptures. 

In view, then, of such claims and pretensions, it is 
evident that no Spiritualist, or oven Christian or Jew, can 

think lightly of Anglicanism and its doings. To me it is a 
very serious matter. It is either an imposture ora reality. 
Putting aside cases of known deception, | myself believe 
there is a very considerable residuum of truth in what its 
votaries proclaim. I accept their assurances that through it 
they have access to guidance from the Unseen, on which 
guidance a form of ritual may be based, and is being based, 
which was not in existence in tho days of Jesus Christ, and 
which is fast superseding plain words, spoken by Him as 
well as by Moses and the Prophets. 

But what follows? As a Christian I am bound to 
examine (from a distance, of course, and on the outside) this 
new form of ritual (new since the time of Christ). Christ, 
I believe, is the last and most complete revelation of the Will 
of God to men. St. Paul warns us that even he was not 
crucified for us and has no authority to supersede Jesus. 

If ritualism is the same sort of thing as the Eleusinian 
mysteries, as it seems (to those particularly well-informed 
persons who have never been inside a church) to be, it is 
at once condemned. 

Christ endeavoured to destroy priestcraft and to deliver 
men from the power of self-deceived Pharisees, who had 
taken possession of them, and who used them as their 
instruments, willing and unwilling. Bunt modern Anglican- 
ism, on the other hand, seems to be (to me who don’t go to 
Church) fraternising with priestcraft, disregarding the 
warnings of prophets and of Christ. It seems to ignore the 
teaching of Jesus, and to be endeavouring to set up some 
other plan of salvation, instead of trusting to Christ's 
promise, that he who just helps those he finds in want of 
help as he goes along shall be treated at last as a personal 

friend and helper of Christ Himself. So far, therefore, it is 

plainly hostile to Christ and His claims (it must ġe so, because 
it seems so to persons who know nothing about the matter). 


I cannot make out from your letter whether you accept 
Christ as the sole Divine authority or not. I would therefore 
urge all Church people to consider seriously what their faith 
in Christ amounts to, whether they accept His teaching. 
For plainly it will be a dangerous thing, as it is illogical 
and against common sense, to speak of Him as Saviour, and 
then let ourselves be dictated to by priests. We may not 
(as the Greek Church is accused of doing) make Jesus a 
tool of tyranny, by listening to Him about things in which 
priests happen to agree with Him, and ignoring His plain 
words about other things. 

When you have decided this point it will be time enough 
for true Spiritualists to defend their religion against the 
accusations you seem to bring against it, as if it sanctioned 

certain practices forbidden by all serious Spiritualists in all 
ages and countries, including the Scripture writers ; such as 
conjuring up particular dead persons to answer inquisitive 
and foolish questions. Did not our Lord tell us there would 
be bad fish iu the net, tares in the field, foolish virgins ? 
Spiritualism does not make these; the guides of serious 
mediums do not approve them. An enemy in the camp hath 
done this. 

I, for one, believe that priests may be sometimes neces- 
sary. The first Apostles did claim some sort of authority to 
teach the very degraded and ignoraut. But, as the Church 
spread, and heathenism died out, there was no further 
occasion for a class of men to tell other men how to conduct 
life ; priests are superseded by the mutual priosthood of all 
true Spiritualists; which is a far greater spiritual reality 
than any physical wonder ever wrought in our Lord’s time 
on the bodies of men. Wherever we come in contact with 
a heathenism which needs a ritual, there 1 believe God may 


LIGHT. 
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uso ritual as an aid to faith. For Ilis own children, church 
and clergy aro useless; and they aro out of placo jp $ 
Christian country. Priests are always using inapproptiat, 
logic and intorfering with those who do not need them, 


A mighty mass of earnest spiritual thought is bei, 
brought to bear on the question of trying spirits whethy 
they bo of God. ‘The signs which distinguish the true fron 
the false can only be known to those who have humility 
enough to study before they discourse of serious matters, Ij 
priests will Jay down the law on what thoy confessedly kuoy 
nothing about, what are wo to think of their belicf in th 
Holy Spirit or of their natural honesty * What love of truh 
and hatred of slander have they, if they make no distinctiyn 
betwoen Spiritualism and witchcraft, but utterly confus 
them, calling good evil ? 

Excuse the apparent insvlence of this letter. It is , 
mere paraphrase of your own (in the most impertinent 
passages, an actual reproduction); and is dictated by a 
sincere desire to show you the value of your own logic. 

With all good wishes that you may, though ata lats 
hour, begin at last to understand the Gospel of the Chris, 
Whose name you take in vain, L am, yours truly, 

Mary Everesr Boore 
103, Seymour-place, Bryanston-square, W. 


(Mrs. Boole has forwarded to us the two pamphlets of 
the Rev. ©. Gutch, and we wish we could produce them in 
order to show how closely she has followed the literal phrases 
made use of. Here is a short extract as a sample :— 


“J was invited in the autumn of 1880, by a Spiritualist with 
whom I had come in contact while he was mesmerising 
a friend, to attend a seance or meeting at which | 
should see some of the Appearances we have heard so 
much of. I declined the invitation for reasons given 
in the following letter. If I had gone I should have 
announced myself as a Catholic Christian, and fortifying 
myself with the Christian’s armour I should have 
endeavoured by challenging the medium as to his belief 
in the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Only 
Begotten Son of God, to follow the beloved disciple’s 
advice, “ Try the spirits whether they are of God,” and I 
should I doubt not have witnessed their exposure and 
discomfiture. Not caring, however, to see with my own 
eyes the phenomena with which we are familiar, I wrote 
a letter stating my reasons for declining, not without a 
hope that they might open the Spiritualist’s eyes to his 
un-Christian and un-Scriptural occupation, and induce 
him to give up what was injuring and imperilling his 
own and others’ souls. ; I now publish for the 
sake of some who, ignorant and unwary, dabble in the 
unclean thing merely for the sake of indulging curiosity, 
seeing what ıt is like. Such intercourse is utterly 
wrong and sinful. All who do such things are “an 
abomination unto the Lord.” 

It will perhaps astonish Mr. Gutch to be told that the 
writer of this note is a clergyman of the Church of Englani, 
and that he has sat at seances not only with many brother 
clergymen, but also once with a real live Bishop who was 
much interested in doing what Mr. Gutch has the audacity 
to pronounce an abomination to the Lord. It is such 
bigoted, illogical, and narrow-minded clergy who are really 
bringing discredit upon the profession of Christianity by 
representing it to be a thing of such a nature that intelligent 
and reasonable people could not for a moment hold it. We do 
not blame Mr. Gutch, we have no right to judge him; he 
follows the light that is in him, and is no more personally 
responsible for what seems to him to be true than we are 
for what seems to us to be true, and he will eventually 
discover any mistake that he may now be labouring under 
just as surely as we shall. But perhaps after all his 
denunciation of and warnings to us, he will permit us to 
urge him, in all brotherly earnestness and love, to bear in 
mind this saying of our Lord: “Take heed that the light 
that is in thee be not darkness.”—Acrine Ep. or “ Licut.”] 


On Sprinc.—Abandon yourself to this sweet season of 
revival; make yourself flowers, with the flowers. We lose, 
by our own fault, a part—and the largest part—of the blessings 
of tho Creator. He surrounds us with gifts, and we refuso 
to enjoy them, by L know not what sad determination to 
torment ourselves. In the midst of tho atmosphere of per 
fume, which emanates from Him, we compose for ourselves a 
mixture of all tho mortal vapours that cvaporate from our 
cares, our anxieties, and our sorrows—fatal diving boll that 
isolates us in the bosom of the immense Ocean,—Mavaice 
DE GUERIN. 
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“DREAMS OF THE DEAD.” * 


IL. 

In continuing our remarks on this volume, we pass ovor 
a mattors upon which our personal knowledge does not 
enable us to dogmatiso oithor way the touching abont 
»shells,” “vampiros,” and “olomentals,” s0 very boldly and 
definitely given herein; and pass at onco to somo of the 
philosophical doctrines with which we are more or loss in 
accord, 

But first we must introduco the reader to tho two 
personages who, togother with the shade astral of Barton, 
spoken of in our last article, acted as guides and teachers to 
the writer of tho book, These aro Hasta and Cocil. 
Hasta is an adopt of tho Mahatma type, who, nevortheloss, 
sys a number of very good things; and Cecil is a living 
man,whose only mysterious property is that, like the sage of 
Fountain-grove, he has, at an advancod ago (ninety-eight) ,re- 
gained tho full vigour of his primo; and having had all those 
years in which to study occultism can perform a miracle or 
two when occasion serves. Hasta inhabits a wondrous castle, 
the sole remaining relic of tho Atlantean age, which, in the 
cataclysm which attended the upbreaking of that civilisation, 
vas thrown up among the peaks of tho Himalayas. It has 
endured, he assures his guest, for over 200,000 years. Hero 
he with the company of adepts can survey in one hall the 
whole of the events taking place at tho moment, on any 
poiut of the earth’s surface. 

Hasta's doctrines are as follows: Wise and great as he 
seems to be to ordinary men, there are beings who are just 
as transcendently wise and great to him. We are now in the 
fifth round of earth cycle. Man consists of seven parts or 
principles. Re-incarnation and Karma are the keys to the 
understanding of earth problems ; and various other dogmas, 
which together with these recited are set forth in the “Secret 
Doctrine.” From Cecil he learns that Madame Blavatsky 
was a Re-incarnation of the Greek Aspasia. What follows is 
ingenious, if not quite convincing. “As founder of the 
Theosophical Society there was great danger that a personal 
worship of her followers might divert attention from the 
great truths she revealed to a blind adoration of her 
personal character ; so, with her consent, her lower earthly 
personality was led to perform many deeds unworthy of her 
higher selt.” This is just our own personal explanation of all 
ats of sin. One is led to perform acts unworthy of one’s 
higher self, but why should this explanation be admitted for 
Madame, and denied for the race as a whole ? The theory of 
ire will is saved by the phase “with her own consent,” 
whereby arises a somewhat intricate consideration. If she 
had not consented to seem worse than she was, and had 
stood on her right of choice to be as good as she was, she 
would thereby have been really worse than she was, for she 
would not have saved her followers from a dangerous 
personal adoration. 

But to continue. Of the Theosophical Society, Cecil 
says, “I havo attended meetings of the Society in Madras, 
New York, and Boston, and I have been impressed with the 
narrow spirit shown by the majority of its members. The 
use of strange Hindoo words . and an affected display 
of occult knowledge, of which neither the essayist nor his 
hearers understood the true meaning, filled my mind with 
acute regret. Then. . I have noticed a tendency to sneer 
atthe Christian religion, and while railing at Church supersti- 
tion, to accept as genuine many fraudulent manifestations of 
spiritual power, which l, as an adept in magic, knew were 
deceptions ” (p. 171), and much more to a liko effect. At tho 
same time, it is said, “The Theosophical Society, whon it 
ceases to be a temporary fad, taken up by men and women 
of sevsational mental habits, will become a powerful instru- 
nent for good.” 

With regard to habits, and the idea of personal indul- 
gence, we are told, “One of the lowest forms of selfishness is 
that which prompts an individual to a persistent regard of 
his own person, an eternal watch lest he should injure his 
physical health. Even he who guards his moral hoalth with 
too selfish cure, fearful of punishment, has missed the true 
path, It is not the thin-blooded ascetic who best 
obeys the eternal law., Learn) from my long 
experience to condemn the abuse of natural bountios, but 
wcopt with joy all the gratitications that a reasonable uso of 


Boston, U. S.A. 
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* “Dreams of the Dead.” By EDWARD STANTON. 
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sonso can bestow. Never let appetito control 
your individual will, Ge." (p. 175). As to a question con- 
corning tho olixir of lifo, Cecil replies, “Tho only cordial in 
my keeping is the ever renewing power of correct thought. 

If tho porsonal mind holds a belief in health, 
youth, and purity, the outward form will correspond.” (p.202.) 

Whon asked, “Can the avorage human being remain in 
health and vigour by tho power of individual will ?” Cecil 
roplios : “Under certain restrictions, yes. Of course there is 
a higher will that rulos vach single destiny, and wo must all 
yiold at last to the demands of that power." Now hero is, 
wo assert, what wo always find in every effort to posit 
freo will, a hopeless confusion of thought. To say “we must 
all yield at last" involvos that we need not yield but may 
go our own way at first, and on until the “at last” comes. 
But how can a power be able to control an “at last ” and 
not “at first”? In what docs the distinction arise? We 
maintain it never does actually arise, and is a mere distinc- 
tion in words which has no counterpart in actuality. 

Another curious notion, and one which does not seem to 
us probable, is that conveyed in a part of Hasta’s teaching. 
“Human infants born to earth possess naught but animal 
souls until tho age of two years. The spiritual soul, indivi- 
dualised spirit, does not manifest in any human being before 
that age ” (the italics are ours). “The incarnating Ego, con- 
scious of its power to choose, then selects the particular 
child possessing the physical traits of bodily inheritance 
necessury for further spiritual development. In the case of 
idiots no principle above the fourth (the animal 
soul) evists” (italics ours). “and after the death of 
the physical body, with its accompanying astral form, any 
individual entities connected with such manifestations 
perish.” Space forbids the discussion of this interesting and 
important matter. We can only say that we absolutely and 
entirely dissent. 

We should like to ask, too, how in view of the doctrine 
of Karma, in which everything is earned, the following 
can hold true? “The Lemuriaus and Atlanteans possessed 
powers of porception far superior to . our 
present humanity, But . the people constituting the 
fourth race proved themselves utterly unworthy of such 
gifts.” (p. 160.) How can a person really earn what he is not 
worthy of ? and if he has earned it how can it be called a gift ? 

The following we specially commend to Theosophists : 
“Individual free will, as understood by the average human 
mind, has no reality, but the real ontity behind all these 
separate manifestations in gross matter, conscious of a 
personal life in realms of spiritual existence, holds control 
of the will.” (p. 105.) On the ground that half a loaf is 
better than none, we thankfully accept this partial conces- 
sion to determinism. In many places in the book there is 
evidence of a failure on the author's part to clearly dis- 
tinguish personality and individuality, which often leads to 
unnecessary obscurity and confusion. The entity behind 
manifestation would not be the person, but the individual. 
In our apprehension the transcendent entity, the true Ego, 
is one with the source and cause of all. So of course will 
only will what ought to be willed. So long as this control 
of the one over the manifested and multifold is maintained 
the truth of the order has not been overturned. In this 
interpretation we are able to assent to the whole expression. 

This must suffice for our account of this volume, We 
have noticed it at greater length than usual, because, not 
being yet procurable in this country, it may not be easy for 
our readers to peruse it for themselves. We have felt bound 
to object to some of the principles enunciated in it. At the 
samo timo, we have no hesitation in declaring it to be a work 
of interest and valuo, aud wo conclude as we began, with tho 
hopo that it may not be long bofore it is published in this 
country. 


ment in regard to which correction ought to be made. The 
paragraph is this :—“ It is in no spirit of regret, but rather 
in that of deep sympathy, that we record tho transition from 
a condition of pain and suffering on earth to the joy and 
freedom of the life beyond, of Sophia Jane, the beloved wite 
of E. Dawson Rogers, proprietor of < Lianr.’” The correction 
which we «dosiro to make is that Mr. Dawson Rogors, though 
he was the original promoter of “Liairr,” is not the pro- 
piiotor. “Ligur” is in the hands of three persons, of whom ` 
he is ono, Wo are sure that ho would wish the correction 
to be as clear as the erroneous statement to which we 
have referred, 
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DIFFERENCES AND THEIR MORAL. 


I. 


A wise friend once said to me that that feeling of re- 
pulsion which everyone at some time or other experiences 
for someihing or other, that sense of antipathy under 
which we seek, not to understand, but to crush that which 
we do not agree with, was given us to keep us covered 
from what might, at the moment, harmfully retard our 
evolution, and so prevent too early cross-fertilisation. 

I do not know that anything has so perplexed me 
personally as the discovery in myself of the power of this 
instinct of antagonism, and of the little ability to over- 
come it which mere intellectual perceptions possess. One 
ean only say, with an old formula, “The infection of 
nature doth remain, yea, even in the regenerate.” Intel- 
lectual persuasion of the necessity of differences, the 
reasonahility of differences, and even of the desirability of 
differences is easily attained ; but this persuasion of intellect 
does not seem to have any power to soften, still less to 
entirely dissolve, the feeling of antipathy. We may 
acknowledge to ourselves that the matters upon which we 
disagree are entirely secondary and inconsequential, while 
upon much more central and important points we are at 
one; nevertheless the feeling remains, sometimes unrecog- 
nised, sometimes recognised and struggled against, but 
often, and for long, and in spite of knowledge and struggle, 
maintaining itself as a deep-seated instinct of our nature 

which we seem entirely unable to cast out. 

In the unrecognised stages we find ourselves always 
able to see everything said or done by our opponents in a 


bad light, and we know that it is only because they are had 


that they themselves do not see their own conduct to be as 
we see it. We do not know that it is this natural— 
I had almost said, physical antipathy which makes us see 
all their doings in this bad light ; on the contrary, we 
think we are moved to oppose them because their spirit 
and actions are bad. We the effect the cause, 
because we are ignorant and unconscious of the real cause. 
And it is a very curious thing how long this misapprehen- 
sion remains unsuspected. Surely by this time we might 
have got our eyes open to the fact, so constantly before 


make 


them, that what we call the cause of a thing is that link | 
iain where action is consciously cognised, and that . 


in the cl 
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it does not follow that because, as we see it, e 

ie really does begin there. What we take aS a ee 
really the effect of an uncognised cause ; just as hae 
not aware of our natural antipathy -we, when it ra 
into conscious feeling, suppose it arises from our hatred i 


| evil, and is caused by the evil in the odious person o 
| ponsas we are antagonising. While really it is only 
because there is something antagonistic in our natures that 


we see their actions as bad, and our own as good; and a 
draw the conclusion (which always appears to us to beg 
premiss) that theirs are evil. 


A hint as to how this antipathy realy arises was given 
me by another friend whose papers on “ Creation and Plane 
tary Influence” are now appearing in 
well worth study. Tt is because we come from different 
planets. But perhaps the easier way of putting it is w 
take an analogy from Acoustics. 


“© Lic,” and are 


Take two pieces of 
gut and stretch them, but let the stretching process in the 
second one be continued longer than in the first. When 
the two strings are set in vibration this difference (an 
accidental difference and not a property, mark) is at onee 
expressed by a difference in pitch of the note produced by 
each, and this difference may be 
If the former, we like it; if the latter, we stop our ears. 

This figure merely puts the state of the case clearly 
before us, but the far more intricate problem remain, 
Why should one degree of tightness of the two strings le 
associated by us with pleasure and another with pain? kt 
is not a question of mere ignorance, for the more highly 
trained the car the greater is the sense of pain at a discord, 
and of pleasure at a concord. 

He would he a bold man who should propose to answer 
this great question offhand and at once. 
supposing that I can do so. 


il concord or a discord, 


I am far from 
Yet I venture to offer a few 
suggestions which may, perhaps, make towards the com- 
mencement of an answer. 

Let us assume that creation is the manifestation of 
difference. Not the bringing into first being of different 
things, but the manifesting on a given plane of apparently 
different things, which on a higher plane (which to the 
lower is the plane of the unmanifest) are not different but 
one. The one contains in a perfect balance or unification 
all the elements out of which, when the balance is dis 
turbed, difference of appearance might arise. 

For example. Milk fresh from the cow appears as one 
thing; but put it into a separator, a vessel, which is 
caused to rotate very rapidly, and under these new condi- 
tions a differentiation will be manifested,which, under other 
conditions,might have manifested slowly ; under still others, 
might not have manifested at all. 

Or put into the separator any number of liquids of 
different specitic gravities, and it matters not how int- 
mately you may mix them, the rotation of the separator 

will at once arrange them, layer upon layer, according te 
| their respective specitie gravities—the lighter at the top, 
the heavier below. 

Now, apply this on a large scale. Assume the out- 
lines of the La Placean theory of the universe as a 
nebula. Not homogeneous, of course, but composed of 
molecules of diverse size and weight. These might be all 
mixed up promiscuously, chaotically, so long as the mass 
was stationary ; but the moment it began to revolve these 


ditferences, down to the minutest of them, would be ex- 
pressed according to law. 
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The lighter particles would rise 
the further from the centre of rotation; the heavier 
particles would gather round the centre. Therefore, if 
masses of the outside layer of this nebula were thrown off 
one after another, the lightest first, it would follow that 
| the planets of our system would have certain regular 
| relation and proportion one to the others. Some of them, 

the older ones, being more fluidic ; others, the later to 
separate, being the more solid. 


a 
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ring of matter ultimately coalesced into the planet, each 


wasdlidated into a sphere and took up a second motion— 
its own spherical rotation—in addition to the old rotation 
wand its centre which it had as a ring, this modification 


just as within the nodes of a 
wave many smaller waves, each with its crest trough and 
test, as may be seen by an observant eye on any sea shore. 


It is probable, too —unless some reason could be shown 


ay one planet should be seven likewise, and these can 
quite easily be supposed to extend down and down almost 
dinfinitum ; at all events, as far as our faculties are 
capable of cognising differentiation at all. 

Now observe the phenomena around us. Everywhere 
we ee manifestation of difference. A Japanese saying is 
“Thou shalt not live under the same heaven with the mur- 
derer of thy Father or thy Lord.” What causes one animal 
w sem naturally disposed to kill another? Not always 
banger, often some inexplicable antipathy; though the 
fact that the life of one is maintained by the death of 
another would itself be enough to prove some inherent con- 
wariety. Look too at the world of man, how feuds arise ; 
how class preys on class ; how sect wars even to the death 
vith sect. What does it all mean? How can it be 
counted for? Is there not at least some probable truth 
in the supposition that it arises in some essential difference, 
phenomenal only, of course, for all are one as to actuality ? 
4 phenomenal difference, therefore, which arises beyond 
easciousness and which we only cognise through its mani- 
isted result ; that is, through the fact that we do feel how 
vieked and evil are those who believe what we do not, or 
d not believe what we do. 

Bear in mind the fact that the unconscious can never 
tnter into our theories as the unconscious. If we are not 
scious of the actual cause we instantly and without 
‘sitation, and by virtue of that same dramatic instinct 
vhich peoples our dreams with persons and events, invent a 
ause which seems to us adequate and assume this to be 
that actually is. Just as in the case we are considering, 
ityou ask a Protestant why he hates a Catholic, or a hot 
- piliticeal Radical why he loathes a Tory, he would tell you 
itat it was because the one he hates was a wicked evil 
pron. The real fact being that it is just the other way 
‘and, He thinks him evil and wicked because there is 
sme difference of nature (phenomenal only, of course, 
_ tsluely all are one) which exists beyond his conscious- 
t to which consciousness does not reach ; and the effect 
4vhich upon him is to make him see everything that 
%tipathetic person says and does in a bad light: mis- 
derstand, and therefore misjudge him. They are of 
| ferent ratios of vibration, discords not yet resolved ; or, 
“uy friend would say, meaning just the same thing, they 
tr from different planets. G.W.A. 
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And just as there were differences in the original 
pebula, rex ealed by rotation, so there would be minor 
differences in cach planet, manifested by the same means, 
preach planet rotates. So that we may suppose that the 
aven planets represent seven degrees of differences between 
which the cohesive force was weaker than the propelling 
forve, Whereupon the ring of matter, of the perticular 
degree, split off from the rest of the mass in which, owing 
jo greater density, the cohesive force was the greater. This 


being thus formed in order; but observe, just as the mass 
w begin with was a one mass and yet was not homogenous, 
w each one planet was one mass as to the particular in- 
fuence of rotation upon it while it was a ring, but when it 


in its motion would be quite adequate to bring into 
manifestation a whole new series of minor differences ; 
vibrating string 
there are smaller nodes, and between crest and crest of a 


w the contrary—that a relation would exist between the 
ratio of the big waves, or nodes, to one other, and of the 
waller, or sub-waves or nodes, to one another ; so that if 
the planets of the system are seven, the sub-relations of 
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THE DOCTORS AND THE RIGHT TO HYPNOTISE. 


There was a crowded meeting at ths headquarters of the 
Christo-Theosophical Society, on "Thursday, the 26th ult., 
drawn by the announcement of a discussion upon the pro 
posal tu restrict the right to Hypnotise to the Medical Faculty. 
The Rev. G.W. Allen presided, and there were present among 
others Mrs, Besant, representing the Theosophical Society, 
Mr. Edward Maitland, Mr. J. H. Mitchiner, F.R.A.S., 
representing the London Spiritualist Alliance, Dr. G. Wyld, 
Mrs. Boole, the Baroness de Pallandt, &c. The Chairman, 
in opening the mecting, announced that although this was a 
meeting of the Christo-Theosophical Society yet he wished 
it rather to be regarded as a general meeting, convened by 
that Society, of persons of all shades of opinion who were 
interested ın psychical inquiry upon a spiritual basis. The 
business of the meeting was not to emphasise differences that 
might possibly exist as to what precisely the Mesmeric or 
Hypnotic force was, but to join together to protest against 
legislation, which had become law in Belgium, was already 
proposed in the State of New York, and was beginning to be 
talked about here, giving to the medical faculty the exclusive 
right to carry on investigations on this most interesting and 
important matter. 

The following paper was then read by Dr. George Wyld :— 


It having been proposed that the investigation and 
practice of hypnotism should be contined to legally qualified 
medical men, I object to these restrictions for two reasons: 
First, because I consider that such restrictions would be an 
injurious interference with that liberty of thought aud 
action so essential to successful scientific investigation ; and, 
second, because the majority of medical men, having a 
tendency to take physiological and materialistic views of the 
subject, are in my belief ill qualified to experiment in a 
matter which is to me one of experimental psychology. 

In considering the question as to whether the investiga- 
tion and practice of hypnotism should be confined to legally 
qualitied medical men, ıt is necessary in the first place, that 
we should try to understand what Hypnotism and Mesmerism 
are, and the modus operand: of their cure of disease, and of 
their other phenomena. 

The word Hypnotism was suggested by Mr. Braid, a 
surgeon in Manchester, in 1843, when he published his book 
called “ Hypnotism or Magnetic Sleep.” In this book he 
admits that the so-called mesmeric cures were real cures, 
but he maintains that the mesmeric theory has no foundation 
in fact—namely, that there is an aura which passes from the 
operator called Animal Magnetism, and which effects cures 
of disease and produces psychical phenomena. On the contrary, 
he teaches that the phenomena are effected by the patient’s 
automatic condition in what he calls the magnetic sleep. 
That is, he teaches that the volitional faculties being in 
abeyance, the automatic powers assumed their place, and 
thus the condition of the patient was purely subjective, 
and the cures were effected by the condition of the patient 
and were quite independent of any aura or animal magnetism 
on the part of the operator. This view, first initiated by 
Mr. Braid, has been adopted by the French School of 
Hypnotists, and has been skilfully illustrated in Dr. Tuckey’s 
book on Hypnotism. The view of the mesmerist differs from 
that of Mr. Braid and others in this, mainly that the mes- 
merist believes in the mesmeric aura, or so-called animal 
magnetism, and he believes that this aura has a vitalising 
influence. He believes in this aura for many reasons :— 


1. He, the operator, when in good condition, is conscious 
of a certain tingling at the tips of the fingers when he is 
successfully mesmerising. 

2. The patient experiences sensations of warmth, or cold- 
ness under the passes, and sometimes describes the sensation 
as soothing and sometimes as irritating, or too vigorous, 
and requests the operator to increase his distance from 
him, which being done the sensation becomes socthing. 

3. Sometimes in dark rooms the patient, if a sensitive, 
sees the aura proceeding from the hands of the operator, 
and describes it as red, violet, golden, or white in colour, 
and, moreover, various magnetisers have a prevailing colour. 

4. This aura has sometimes been rendered visible un the 
photographic plats. 

Now these two views of magnetic healing are more or less 
in opposition the one to the other—for while the hypnotist 
believes only in automatic action ind mental suggestion, the 
mesmerist takes a more transcendental view. ln short, the 
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hypnotist is materialistic in his views, while the mesmorist | 
is usually Spiritualistic in his beliefs. 

If then it be as l bave said, it would be manifestly i 
very one-sided investigation of the subject, should it bo 
entirely confined to the legally qualitiod materialist. 
Indeed this claim on the part of medical mon to be now 
constituted as the only beings whe should bo entitled by law 
to practise magnetic healing is somewhat fantastic; for, 
until quite recently, the hypnotism of Mr. Braid and the 
magnetic healing of Mesmer have not only been ignored 
by the medical profession, but all who practised these 
arts, whether amateurs or medical mon, have beon by 
the faculty denounced as ignorant quacks and impostors, 
and worthy, if not of imprisonment, as least of contumpt, and 
it is curious to cousider that, although medical men have ever 

been foremost in denouncing the intolorant assumption of a 
priesthood in religion, they have ever also been foremost in 
claiming an exclusive right to practise the healing art. 

But all things come to those who wait, aud most probably 
the recent outbreak of hypnotism in France, England, and 
Germany, has arisen very much from the widespread iniluence 
of Spiritualism, psychice research, and faith healing, in all 
ranks of society, and the tincture these subjects have added 
to a long series of popular novels from the days of Bulwer 
downwards. But as to the legal control of hypnotic practice 
and experiments, we would say this—that just as the legis- 
lature has in its wise benevolence placed proper restrictions 
on the frightful abuses of vivisection, so | would say that 
wise and benevolent restrictions might be placed on many of 
the revolting public exhibitions of Hypnotism and Mesmerism. 

Further, l cannot but regard as degrading, if not 
criminal, the cruel tests which inveterate medical materialists 
have too often perpetrated against their unconscious mes- 
meric victims, and as the law punishes horrid cruelties 
agaivst children and against our dumb fellow creatures, I do 
not see why it should not punish the atrocious cruelties some 
scientists delight in perpetrating against entranced sensitives. 

But beyond this, to all who believe in the Spiritual 
nature of man, and that mesmeric conditions are psychic 
conditions, it must seem absurd to hand over their exclusive 
investigation to those whose views are chiefly materialistic. 
The investigation of Hypnotism is a branch of experimental 
psychology, and those only who believe in the soul of man 
are competent investigators ; and the inner secrets of nature 
can only be revealed to those who believe that there is an 
inner secret to be revealed. 

Those, then, who ignore the spiritual nature of man cannot 
but be blind to that key, whereby only the dvor of the inner 
chamber can be unlocked, and hence if the investigation of the 
mysteries of mesmerism were confined to materialistic minds, 
the facts of hypnotism must for ever remain but dead facts. 

No! for as the poet is born and not made, so also is the 
true mesmerist born and not made by law or otherwise. 

The good mesmerist does not require a minute knowledge 
of protoplasm or germ cells, but he must be a man of pure 
blood and kind heart, and sound mind, and he must believe 
in God and in man as a son of God. His desire must for 
ever be to relieve suffering and to confer happiness, and he 
must believe in the possibility of miracles of healing, in the 
sense that miracle is only the direct action of spirit on matter. 

lf so, then it would nut be more absurd to assert that the 
only interpretation of the life aud teachings of Jesus Christ 
should be exclusively in the hands of a dominant priest- 
hood, than it would be absurd to teach that the law should 
give to legalised medical men an exclusive right to teach 
and practise the divine gift of magnetic healing. 

Magnetic healing is a sacred subject, for it is the science 
of the power of mind over matter. 

That this sacred science may be grossly abused in tho 
direction of devilry is most true; but so also has liberty 
sometimes become synonymous with bloodshed, and so also 
may the religion which shculd be of love become identical | 

| 
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with hideous cruelties, but none the less are liberty, religion, 
and mesmerism in safest keeping when left to experience to 
define their truest levels. 


After a speech from Mr. Mitchiuer, in which he warmly en- 
dorsed what Dr. Wyld had urged, the following resolution was | 
moved by Mrs. Besant, and seconded by the Rev. G. W. Allen :— 


That it is the opinion of this meeting — 


lst.—THat some check upon public exhibitions of Mesmeric 
power by persons who are only seeking to make money 
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thereby is desirable, if some practical moans of 
it could be discovered. 

2nd.—That the proposal to grant to tho Medical Faculty thy 
entire monopoly of experimentally investigating thi; 
branch of scienco, called Mesmerism or Hypnotis 


would be both unjust and disastrous; and for th, 
following reasons :— 


doing 


(a)— Tho Medical Faculty has boon, until quite recently, th, 
avowed opponent of all who have maintained th, 
actuality of Mesmeric phenomena. 

(4) —Obliged, by a demonstration they have not been abl. 
to evade, to admit the physico-psychical phenomena oj 
Mesmerism, they are still strongly opposed to admitting 
the reality of that transcondental psychical phenomenon 
known as clairvoyance; and to give by law a monopoly 
of investigation to a body of men animated by such, 
prejudice would be to seek to prevent any further dis 
coveries in transcendental psychology, and to force upon 
Parliament—a purely non-scientific body—the determin- 
ing of what was, and what was not, a legitimate field of 
scientific research. 


Mrs. Besant said that she had great pleasure in proposing 
the resolution which had been put into her hands, She 
objected to the proposed legislation because she objected to 
any attempt on the part of the State to forbid the study of 
nature. The distinction which had been made in Dr. Wyld’s 
paper between Mesmerism and Hypnotism was, she said, a 
most important one. Nothing could be more serious or 
dangerous than venturing by suggestion to plant what might 
be the first seeds of evil in the mind of the person experi- 
mented on. She quoted the case of a young girl who, being 
hypnotised, was told that when she awoke she would follow 
and attach herself to a certain man who was an entire 
stranger to her. This, when awakened, she did, to the con- 
sternation and distress of her friends, who knew her to bea 
pure-minded, modest girl. The medical faculty admitted 
only this more dangerous side of the subject, and therefore, 
for this reason alone, they were most unfit to have given 
to them the whole and sole right of investigation. Mrs, 
Besant dwelt also on the danger of public exhibition, and 
concluded a most earnest and interesting speech by urging 
that no persons should allow themselves to be mesmerised 
unless they knew the operator to be a pure-minded, humane, 
trustworthy man; and even then it was a question whether 
knowledge might not better be attained in the ordinary 
normal way; and total abstinence from all such experiments 
was probably the wisest attitude. 

The Rev. G. W. Allen said that he was moved to organise 
an agitation against the proposed restriction by the follow- 
ing considerations. While, individually, the doctors were a 
devoted and most useful body of men, yet, collectively, it 
was impossible to doubt that they inclined to favour a 
materialistic theory of nature. They had published many 
books, all seeking to prove that everything could bə 
accounted for upon such a basis, which committed them to 
the aftirmation that anything that could not be so accounted 
for was unreal and the result of illusion. It was difficult to 
resist the conviction that they were seeking to obtain this 
monopoly, because they feared that if the inquiry wer 
carried on by those who were willing to investigate clair 
voyance, facts might be discovered which would involve the | 
refutation of their materialistic basis, and the consequent — 
withdrawal of their books from circulation. If there wasa 
danger to the subject in Mesmerism, it was when the modern 
method of “suggestion ’’ was the one followed. But this was 
just the mothod which medical investigators would be sure 
to apply, for they wero all now asserting that thore was 
nothing in the matter at all except the phenomenon of 
suggestion. The wise and reverent use of tho clairvoyant 
faculty to throw light upon the obscure region of trans- 
cendental psychology, and of magnetic power to alleviate 
pain, these were the sides of the subject in which the greatest 
need for investigation, and the greatest promise of beneficial 
results, existed, and the former of these certainly would at 
once cease to be explored, and the development of out 
knowledge of it would instantly cease, if tho monopoly of 
investigation were granted to that body of mon which, while 
admitting Hypnotism, denied and derided Mesinerisin ; thot 
is, admitted suggestion, but denied the transcendent faculty 
of clairvoyance. 

Mr. Edward Maitland heartily supported the resolution 
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twas a protest against tho nowost kind of priest craft. 

Paris modical professor who was asked 

a lady student how to decide about a person's madnoss or 

ity, and replied that whon anyone took a hard and fast 

ea inte his hoad and rofusod to givo it up upon tho 
wnd of reason or the evidence of facts, such a person was 

al And foran instance the Professor mentioned a caso 
ds œrtam individual, otherwise quite rational, who main- 
pwed that his deceasod mother camo and spoko to him, 
àich, of course, said the Professor, could not possibly bo 
ga because the mother was desd. Whon asked whothor 
(hat was not begging tho question, he replied “If woe could 
yelieve that could bo possible the wholo basis of our 
eieutitic system would have to be given up.” Thus tho 
professor himself brought himself under his own detinition 
 iuvacy by manifesting that ho had got an idea in his 
pel, which he was resolved not to change in spite of all the 
pasos and facts that could be brought against it. 

Mr. Boole read tho following extract from the “ Pharma- 
qatical Journal” (April 30th, 1592, p. sol) :— 

Sxof the more important scientific societies of New York 
bavo decided to co-operate for tho advancemont of 
science and for mutual encouragement. Tho 
“Chemical News ” suggests that a similar organisation 
miht be useful in London, the combined influence 
being likely to act as a check to the hostile movement 
of the Goverument and so-called “advanced thinkers ” 
whe are ever on the watch to interfere with research. 

She said that freedom of research meant, in the view of 
tte so-called men of science, not merely freedom to follow 
apmvate certain systems of investigation, such as vivisec- 
wa, but to introduce them into all schools through one or 
wer of which all persons desirous of studying medicine 
wee compelled to pass, and to use public money in carrying 
tem on. A few years ayo all people who ventured to 
sjxt—not to the private performance, but to enforcing of 
seh systems in public institutions—would have been called 
“gorant and silly sentimentalists." Now the title of 
“advanced thinkers ” was conceded. 

The resolution was then put to the vote of the meeting 
soi carried unanimously. 


FRESH-AIR FUND. 


The following sums have been received towards sending 
iwohandred children into the country for a day’s holiday. 
Same £5 is still required. Surely the readers of “ LIGHT ” 
nil provide this small amount. Time presses :—The Editor 
{Leat £1 ls.; Mrs. Tebb, £1; Mr. T. Pole, 10s. 6d. ; 
Mrs. Waterhouse, 10s. ; Mrs. Stanhope Speer, 10s. ; C.A. P., 
t; Mr. A. Glendinning, 5s.; Mrs. Ringrose, 5s.; Mr. R. G. 
kanet, 4s. ; “Three Little Glasgow Girls,” 2s. 6d. 


VERIFICATION. 


A correspondent sends us a cutting from the “Yorkshire 
faily Post” of May 7th, containing an article by Mrs. 
4eunder Ireland, on “A Few Words About Ghosts.” As 
% aticle concludes with the talismanic words, “All rights 
‘werved,” we suppose that having the fear of the law appealed 
ù listely by the “Times ” before our eyes, we must not quote 
že whole story. We refer to it ouly as a text on which to 
“ga reflection. A lawyer sleeping at an hotel was dis- 
ried about 1 a.m. by a noise as of a man walking about in 
% room over his head in heavy nailed boots, and occasion- 
Ù overthrowing furniture, which lasted till six o'clock, 
"wa the boots descended the stairs and the noise thereafter 
ei The next night it was the same, aud at six o'clock 
"ou the footsteps were heard descending the lawyer “rushed 
just in time to see as l thought a large man disappearing 
“4 tum of the staircase.” Yet when he complained to the 
ole of the house he was assured that there was no room 
‘a his bedroom which could be used by anyone. Whereupon 
“dered bis bill and left the place. What a pity he did 
“t sist on investigating. The proper thing to have done 
“Ge such very interesting circumstances would have been 
‘have invited the landlord to be with him in the room and 
“ifthe same sounds were audible to him and the same 
isanne visible. But as for turning tail and leaving a 
ible ghost behind uninvestigated and unassured, why that 
*tunot but think was a very great pity. — [Actix En. OF 
Mat,” | 
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“LIBERTY.”* 


Let us say to bogin with that with many of Mr. Tindall ’s 
ideas wo have absolutely no sympathy. At tho samo time wo 
recognise that thero are two sides to every truth, and it 
would bo woll if thoso who believe with us that Neo-Mal- 
thusianism is no remedy, and can never be uny remedy, for 
social ovils would seo what Mr. ‘Tindall can say to the con- 
trary. In an oxcoodingly able article in the “New Review ” 
for the present month, Mr. Stopniak has shown what are the 
divergent principles of Socialisin and Anarchy. But to our 
thinking there nood be no real opposition between them at 
all. If overyone were a law to himself Socialisin would 
never bo needed, State control asked for by nobody, But 
when porsons who, by the accident of their position, have 
command of capital and means of production, use this 
advantaye to coerce their less fortunate brethren to toil and 
labour in producing wealth for them, and do all they can to 
reduce wages, or the reward of that labour, to the lowest 
possibie amount, then to say tlie public conscience has no 
right to interfere with the individual rights of these 
oppressors, and in every way possible make it dificult for 
them to act in this inhuman way, 15 a plea that no earnest 
sympathetic soul will listen to for a moment. No man can 
possibly have any individual right to oppress his brother 
man, and if he assumes that he has, the State must treat 
him as ho is treating his victims. He represses their freedom, 
and the State must repress his; and the fact that he himself 
is treating others in the way that he says the State has no 
right to treat him, takes away all moral effect from his protest. 

At tho same time, we admit that State control, in so far 
as it interferes with the liberty of the subject, is not the 
ideal. We are going to submit to that control for a time, 
believing that out of that discipline will come a reformed 
and ennobled character, which will at once ayree to the 
State organisation of labour, as more economic, less liable to 
lead to individual suffering, and happier and better all round, 
than the system that lets private individuals build up 
colossal fortunes out of the economic conditions due to the 
co-operation and wants of the whole mass of the people. And 
of course in such a regenerated state the control of 
individual liberty in the way of personal and resented 
restraint will be entirely unneeded. 

We agree with Mr. Tindall in depresating the attempt 
to deal with vice by making it difticult to indulge in it. 
The writer of this is one of that class, the parsons, whom 
Mr. Tindall denounces so severely. There are good and bad 
in every class, we all know. And the majority of parsons 
have had, as Editha would say, so few advantages of seeing 
the world as it is, of hearing new presentations of truth dis- 
cussed cpenly and intelligently, and of really standing free 
from class interests and the contining influences of a far too 
detinite and one-sided course of education, that one must make 
a little allowance for them. Mr. Tindall errs, however, if 
he thinks that all parsons are the conventional-minded 
blatant ignoramuses that he takes them to be. We repeat, 
that with all that he says as to the principle of not trying to 
repress vice, and so driving it in, we are in cordial agree- 
ment. At the same time, it does not follow that we would 
go out of our way to make gratification easy, to permit 
temptation to drink, or worse, to be thrust constantly and 
everywhere in the path of persons who are utterly unprac- 
tised in self-control. And as for his implied hits at the 
County Council for seeking to find out what actually is the 
nature of entertainments and proceedings performed and 
allowed in houses which they license, we cannot believe that 
any sensible man will deny that not only were they quite 
justified in doing this, but would have been actually most 
blameworthy if they had not. 

We are not going to discuss the population question at 
length with Mr. Tindall. We have one objection to it as a 
remedy, which has never yet been, and never can be, dis- 
proved. lf by any means population were tu be reduced, be 
those means an epidemic, a disastrous war, wholesale emigra- 
tion, or the universal use of checks, the whole of the benefit 
which ought so to accrue to the oppressed classes would go 
at once into the pockets of the landlords, and a general rise 
in rents, based upon increased prosperity, and the thereupun 
assumed ability of the workers to pay more, would ut once 
reduce things again to the same old limit of wages—the 
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lowest possible point at which a man is willing to live, rather 
than dhe behind a barricade. R 

We have expressed our opimon of Mr. Tindall’s gospel S 
what we hope he will feel to be a manly and frank way. 
Personally, upon many points, we do not agroo with him. 
But we havo not the slightest wish to say that ho 18 all 
wrong and we are all right. He and we havo cach had to 
look at the problem through the glass of our individual 
idiosyncrasies, and the ditforonce between us is duo not to tho 
fact that one 1s genuine and the other prejudiced, one a 
wise man and the other a fool, but simply and solely to 
difference of our respective parsonal equations, 


“OF THE CREATION, AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 
EARTH AND OTHER PLANETS.” 


(Continued from p. 251.) 

Every grade of creature-life has its exact counter-balance 
iu vegetation, and is imaged to the mind of man as a picture 
reflected again and again by a long series of mirrors set at 
varying distances from each other. 

But we cannot, without long training, perceiva where our 
httle part in this picture of pictures fits exactly. Our little 
present is always exaggerated to seem so much more 
important to us than it really is in this great universal 
foree-conveying, correspondence-making planet. 

When we look at nature as shown in the little patch of 
earth around us, we lvok at parts of a picture which it has 
cost millions of years to evolve; and therefore, because we 
cannot understand its lesson all at once, we turn our eyes 
piovsly upon the luminous sky above us, and long for the 
time when we can “shue off this mortal coil,” as we term 
it, and enter into correspondence more fluidic, therefore 
seeming to promise us an easier method of perception than 
that in this downward investigation, this earth-worm sort of 
existence, this struggle against hardness and impenetrability. 

And yet, how unworthy is this desire to be rid of condi- 
tions which we take no trouble to understand, but which, if 
understood, we might do much in helping such natural 
instinct as is in every form and type of creature to find—by 
correspondence with its true environment—life less complex 
and hard to endure. The world of nature is made up of 
lines which run in orderly and perfect balance, age by age. 
There is no note wanting in its correspondence. There is no 
mistake in the intermingling ot lines. In this stupendous 
web the Universal Worker has wrought his Universal Ideals. 

Along every line there ure stages and breaks which mark 
difference of degree in kind, branches where evolution makes 
manifest expression of difference. The earth being the 
uniting place of that solar system in which ıt revolves, every- 
thing there existent has its tiny type preserved and balanced 
in a confined but correspondent environment. Consequently 
the vital forces of vegetation and the mineral forces of 
electricity are secured kind to kind through the cells of the 
plaut-world ; and again, through the physical organs of the 
animal of which man, so-called, is the at-oned expression or 
type of the Universal, gathering up all vibratory differences 
in their several distinctions of kind. 

I mean the body of man, in his anatomical structure; the 
inner forces displayed by characteristics not now being taken 
into account; for these come through the lines of instinct, 


all that represents what is termed planetary atonement, or | 


the storage chamber of all these different earth-forces, acted 
upon by correspondent or non-correspondent environment. 

The structure of the body of man is the exact counterpart 
of the body of earth, and this in turn is the exact picture 
of the sular system in miniature, and the correspondence of 
this is by contact, through vibratory lines, with the twelve, 
or rather fourteen, constellations through which these 
planets take their course; and again from these into the 
immeusity of space: and this is the meaning of Divine 
Humanity, and Universal Atonement in its densest concept. 

But you say, “The earth is spherical, globe-like in form.” 
True; as a planet she is still in the embryonic stage, the 
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lmm has yet to bo manifest, uncovered, revoaloc 


tho | 
nature of dense matter contained therein represent differen, 
| degrees of the evolution of instinct, or consciously te 

need, in orders of vegetation and creature-life, 
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in tho embryonic stage like his planot. 18 sti) 


Thoso who now inhabit the oarth are men in tl 
only. They are roprosontativos of somo vibratory ling ` 
planetary correspondence, and thorefore we call the 
children of Venus, of Mars, of Morcury, or Jupiter, 3 

Tho rings surrounding arth in correspondence with the 
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For throw 
correspondence with these by death to the outer manife 
body, the balance, which had beon for evolution or growth, 
sako against rosistance, is there adjusted and forms agan 
upon this plane of being an environment for the animal i 
its different stages of development, correspondent to its need 

Death, therefore, means adjustment in kind with king 
Therefore, all things which come under the vibratory rhyth, 

| of Venus yo into that ring of lighter density just above on 
| present surface condition here, which responds to the desir 
| or instinct in their true nature. To put it in natu 
| language, thistles go to the paradise of thistledom, and fruit- 
bearing trees to the exact position which requires develo, 

ment according to their species, which development has n: 
beon accorded to an equal degree with the possibilities con- 

tained in them. Therefore, they will return here when th- 
balance is reached, for further evolution, because this require 

consistent hardness and not fluidic laxity of circumstance. 

This correspondence of vital lines each with each account: 

for much that would seem to be strange did not the creatur 

| partake of the nature of his environment. Everyone to hi 
| kind, everyone to his true note of rhythmic correspondence. 

This is the solution of the mediumistic problem why som: 

can consciously communicate with those who have quittei 
the body of manifest condition, while others, although 
earnestly desirous to do so, are yet withheld. 

lt is a case of development. Those who have evolved, 
that is, been perfected, in the lines of Venus, Mars, aud tt 

Sun, cannot hold communication with anyone upon thee 

' lines in separation, for the opening of one door clos 

another, and, unless co-equality of vibration can be found, no 


| result will accrue from the most earnest endeavour to obtain 
| communication by actual physical contact with the unseen. 
The more etherial forces of Mercury and the Sun do not 

| manifest as controlling spirits. These move as light on the 
thought centres, and merely suggest to the recipient of their 
favours. But during the unconsciousness of sleep, that is 
while the physical organs fall into slower action, their inf 
ence works upon the inner organs of the body to which they 
respond. The Sun to the heart, Mercury to the foot 
digestive vurgans (Hermes was in ancient religious myths 
held to be the god of the physicians), Venus responds to the 
liver, the digestive organs of liquid, and supposed seat vi 
the passional nature; Mars to the brain, Jupiter to the 
lungs, Saturn to vessels employed in storing fluids in the 
' body, the Moon to those which dissect fluid from fluid, the 
Earth to the generative organs. Going back to plant life in 
correspondence with atmospheric conditions, under pressur 
of vibration like to like, we observe that for the true 
| development of species mixture of kinds must be avoided 
He who sowed tares amongst the wheat was accouuted to kk 
| an adversary, one who sought to injure the owner of the 
field. Thus the good seed wants the good ground, and the 

unincumbered. Various kinds of seedlings do not respond tv 

the same condition at the same rate of development, and the 

more fluidic natures,by quicker advance through the currents 

| of air, immediately above earth, demanding for their life mor 
and more, hypnotise, or draw upon the vital energies of les 

fluidic, more concrete forms, whose difticulty to respond 

equally with the varying air-shafts above them, is by reason 

of their planetary instinct, detained and retarded. This 


| lack of outer progression 1s believed to be loss upon the 


material plane,but there can be no real loss suffered anyhow: 


egg-shaped, the covered form, but the organs of correspond- yet for the sake of the time idea, we will say that he whe 
ence with the great planetary system have been forming for | permits thorns and thistles to occupy the same field as thst 
ages within her and acting under cover through her environ- | in which his wheat is sown, has proved himself to be a cat 
ment. When the time of her release from these fetters has | less husbandman. It is just this inattention to the needs è 
past she will leap into heavenly conditions as New Jerusalem | the growth of our natures by want of fit correspondence,th* 


adorned like a bride in perfected correspoudence with outer | appears to have much the same effect in the world of civilis 


as would be produced in a field sown at oneo and 
igeriminatoly with thistlos, fruit-forming plants, taros, 
| wheat—altoyothor without any decided preference in 
n 


' A ; tity one above another. Thon we got, in Scriptural par- 
t w aà wildorness; and in this wilderness to-day wo find 


wolves, struggling either to outgrow the tares, or show 
pdanco of tho power of incroaso, as the wheat, or 
rongth of sturdy combat with all opposing force, as the 
“atl. And so the inner suggestion of our true at-one-ment 
qth these in the absolute life principle is forgotten by the 
a fort of competition, till we know not of what spirit we aro. 
te, | How then cau we focalise, or succeed even in tolerating, 
jor neighbour's true instincts P 


Qi I do not think this can be done while we are in close in- 
ee | macy with all kinds, and thereforo the true instinct of the 
th, f gor evolved nature is to embrace seclusion, or climb at any 


ats to a height where it may with a more reasonable 
cance of success distinguish the manner of growth of each 
pant in isolation from all others, And to do this with 
righteous judgment he must not expect by mere outer obser- 
wstious of habit to arrive at a just conclusion as to the real 
Outer observation, 
shen the focus of at-one-ment in the observer is not adjusted 
w thymthic accord with his own life vibration, will reveal 
pothing to him. Consequently this research cannot be pro- 
seuted with success except by one who has ovolved out of 
wah with such conditions, and yet who responds to the 
waue by their motion interiorly. When any one of the 
ts. | planetary species has been duly classified, all of that kind 
sil fall into place as naturally as the pieces of glass in a 
hileidoseope at the motion of the hand. And one class hav- 
mg beea characteristically placed, the next in order presses 
ward, and is more easily adjusted. The severance of kind 
w kind is made in the brain of the thinker on planetary 
lines, and he begins to discern that the unclean spirit who 
twk to himself seven other spirits more emphatically divided 
F aginst at-one-ment than himself, was merely to be pitied 

oa secount of their dwelling in the body of man, that is the 
we Manifest body, because these choked the wheels of 
aorement by war with each other, and impeded resistance 
sainst outer hardness by their excessive desire to further 
solution in themselves. 


A REMARKABLE GIFT. 


We extract the following from the “City Press” of 
May 25th :— 

d young woman employed in Durrant’s Press Cutting 
Ancy, 57, Holborn-viaduct, tells us of a wonderful faculty 
üe has acquired, which enables her to see certain names and 
mbjects at a glance at the page of a newspaper. They are 
te names and subjects she is paid to look up through 
hundreds of newspapers every day. What the ordinary 
nader would have to read column after column to find—and 
then might miss—she sees at the merest casual glance at the 
tet as soon as it is spread out before her. “They stand 
night out,” said she, laughingly, “just as if they were 
printed in bold black type and all the rest was small print. 
Ioaldn't help seeing them if I wanted to. When I begin 
t look up a new matter and drop an old one it bothers me 
i little—the latter by being in my mental way all the time 
iad the former to be hunted—but in a few days one dis- 
wars and the other appears in some mysterious way, I 
can't tell how. I used to think bank cashiers and clerks 
were a remarkable set of people, but I now find that the eye 
ï much quicker than the hand, and is susceptible of a 
} hyher training.” 


4 Forruyate Dream.— Vigilant” in the “Sportsman ~ 


sx who had dreamed on the previous night that the race 
- Vabeing run and that his brother-in-law was exhorting him 
| Whack Euclid. He could not see over the heads of the 
{ople or come to terms with a bookmaker, but the roar of 
“itement indicated to him that the race was nearly over, 
&d still his brother-in-law was urging him to back Euclid. 
t could sev nothing for the crowd, and could get nothing 
%. The race was finished, and up went the winning 
“unber—No 9, Mr. Harding Cox did not think his Sen 
 *ttraordinary, though hə told it to various people in the 
Morning ; but Aon he got a race-card and found that Euclid 
‘sin actual truth No. 9, he thought the dream tip was 
too pood to neglect, so he backed it to win £1,000; and 
Í tsko to be ono of the very best dreams on record, 


LIGHT, 


Tites:—Among the backers of Euclid was Mr. Harding | 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 
[The Hditor is not responsible for opinions expressed by correspondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion, } 


The Unity Law. 

Sir,—So much interest has lately been manifested in the 
“Unity Law ” that a short account of the ordinary meaning of 
the symbols employed may not be unwelcome to your readers. 

The letters are class symbols. If, for example, the subject 
of discussion be politicians, we may denote the whole class 
of politicians by the symbol ~. This should be understood 
as a symbol of operation, as a direction to mentally select, 
out of the whole universe, this special class of objects. Now, 
if we denote by y “all honest men," then the compound 
symbol .ry will mean this: first select in thought all honest 
men, and then from among them all the politicians. Thus 
wy will stand for “all political honest men”; and ye for “all 
honest political men”; i.e., vy = yx. If now z denote the 
class Tories, then the equation z = zy will mean that “all 
Tories” are “all political honest men”; which, no doubt, 
ought to be modified into z = vvy, where v is an indefinite 
class symbol: and the equation now means that “all Tories ” 
are “some political honest men”; 7.e., that all Tories are 
honest politicians. 

Boole proved that thess symbols can, with certain limita- 
tions, be treated exactly as if they were algebraical symbols 
of quantity: and in this case «y means “y multiplied by x.” 
But, algebraically, is unity multiplied by 2, ie., v= 1 x v: 
and this indicates unity as the one all-inclusive class symbol ; 
ùe., Iis the proper symbol for the universe. ‘hus vis a 
direction to select out of the class unity the included class 2. 

Again, identically, v + (1-7) = 1: ùe., the universe is 
made up of two classes, x and 1—2z; hence 1—2 is the 
symbol for the class of non x’s: in other words, the class 
1—v includes all objects concerning which it can be stated 
that they do not belong to the class x. It follows at once 
that the compound class v (1— 2) does not exist; ie., that 
v(1— xv) = 0; ùe., that x? = x; and, consequently, that the 
Index Law of algebra does not hold in logical algebra. This 
shows the general nature of the limitations above referred 
to. It appears now that all class symbols must satisfy the 
equation 2 (1 —v) = 0. But the only numbers which can 
satisfy this condition are 0 and 1, Hence no other numbers 
can appear as class symbols: e.g., cannot be a class 
symbol; and, indeed, logically, the class 2 includes all that 
part of the universe of which the special class characteristics 
can be predicated; če., 22 cannot include more, or other, 
individuals than v already does. 

The letters are also used to denote proposition. But for 
my present purpose it is unnecessary to consider this part of 
the subject. 

Bournemouth. 

May 29th, 1892. 


2r 


J. W. SHARPE. 


Health and Mediumship. 

Sır, —Tho letter of “Inquirer” on this subject has 
impelled me to send the following, which I have had roughly 
drafted for somə weeks :— 

For some considerabie time my mind has been exercised 
on the subjects of the above heading, and the possible 
bearing the one might have upon the other; and, noting 
your laudable efforts to gather material on which to build 
theories on psychological questions, it occurs to me that 
your columns might not be unprofitably employed in collect- 
ing the evidence of your readers on this subject. 

I have read the assertion (from what source I cannot at 
this moment say) that ‘“ mediumship leads to the moral and 
physical ruin of those who practise it,” or words to that 
effect (and I may note here that “Inquirer” does not state 
his authority, which is important). I believe that I have 
read in Swedenborg’s works a passage in a somewhat similar 
strain. If there be truth in this statement we ought to 
endeavour to find it out. 

I have often run over in my mind a number of persons I 
have met who were mediumistic, and have been struck by 
the large proportion that were in a “delicate state of health.” 

These persons were not public or professional mediums, 
save in one instance. And while reading the interesting 
accounts of your own early experiences I have noted that 
you appear not to have been in robust health. 


v7 


Do yon not think that tho soiontitie investigation of this 
quaagion would bo worthy tho abboution of tha Dondon 
Spiritualist Allianve P Evidenco might bo gathorol by tho 
eireulation of printed queationa, and the anawora thon mum- 
mariami by a committon, 

l do not write without some personal expoerionos in the 
mattor, Fur eeme years | wan not in tho loast aonsitivo to 
apirit influence, lator it Hlovelopod, and it was ooimoidont 
with the thao when I beoame painfully oonsolons of bailing 
strength, Waa tho delicate health the result of my boing 
usad es a medium! Or didiany weakened phyaioal alate 
afford the requisite oondition of aonsitivonoasa P I inolino 
to the lattor view. l rogard tho apit world nn noparatod 
frum us by a “wall of flesh" Iu somo vasos tho wall natur- 
ally ta of such material as to afford tho opportunity for the 
èpirit people to make their prasanoe known, Tu othor cases 
the “wall ” ia denas and tranamita no sound; bat at oortain 
times—in perioda of illnoss, &o.— tho “wall "is worn 
thinner, and duriag those periods of sonsitivonoss tho 
dweller in the tush ia astonished to feel “the prononce of 
another power " 

This cours to me as the explanation, 1 may nay that | 
value highly the evidenoe whioh has thus como to mo, nnd 
perhaps the price has not been too high whon tho importance 
of the knowledge of the other life in oonsidorod. 

it muat not be supposed that | wish to “got up a cano” 
againat mediumahip ; but I do think it important to know 
what it entails “to develop mediumship,” asso many aro 
often thoug htlessly advised, 1 remombor u lottor in 
“Liowr ” some time ago, whioh bore on this mattor, und | 
hoped to ave other opinions, but they did not apponr, 

l trust your remarks will call forth the serious attention 
of those capable of giving an opinion, 

l appeud some cases within my own knowledge which, | 
think, merit consideration ;— 


Nae Mrpium, Srare or Hearth, 
Miss M . Good Physical 0... AT OET Delicate (often miling). 
Mrs. W....... Good Trance and Personating ...Delicate (often ailing, 
Mr. J. ...... Fair Table ees Real AEIR E aaas Died of Consumption, 
wr. R. ..... Mediumistic errereen Dolicate (vory), 

Mrs. B . Good Public Trance ,,..,,. serene. Mreaquently ill, 

Mrs. H....... Clairvoyant and Trance ...,,...... Very delicate(oftenill). 
Mr B. ...... Impressional,.,ssersersssnnarerssa Delicate, 

Mrs. O... Madiumistio  uessssocosesnsssososson,, Not atrong. 

Mr. Fe. u Inspirational and Impressional ... Delicato. 

Mrs. A. ~.. Clairvoyant ...... dssanstousdectusnenes Average, 


May Hth, 1892, J. W.B. 


(The subject is unquestionably important, and wo invite the 
opinien of our readers, Our present correspondent will 
note that mediumship and its exercise may or may not 
be according to discretion. — En, " Liaur,” | 


Wanted, a Medium. 


Sim,—Could any of your readers recommond a good 
medium for physical manifostations who would go out and 
give a few seances F Could anyone give tho address of a 
medium Who lived until recently at Poplar, who is suid to 
be very good for materialisations P I hear also that an 
American is expected shortly. If any of your readers could 
assist mo | should be much obliged. I enclose my card, and 
l am sure you will guarantee good treatinont at my hands, 


G. 


Bin—A few friends and myself proposo forming an asso- 
ciation for the investigation of spiritual and psychical 
shonomena. Can you give us a hint for this? Do you 

appen to know of e person possossal of mediumistic 
powers who would care for a day or two in the oountry ? 

Kettering. Aurnoun D, Strupp, 


A Lirrie Sermon. —Nover, gentle reader, so long as you 
have a stitch about your anatomy, believe yourself one lf 
thoughtless people could only know what thoir loft-off 
clothes say about them, sure I am they would resolve upon 
one of two things : either to reform their lives or to go naked, 
Let no man harbour a black spot in his breast, and believe 
that his wuistooat is wholly ignorant of the stain, Let no 
tan drop an ill-gotten guinea inte his pocket and think the 
poke unconscious of the wrong, His very glove shall babblo 
of the bribe that has burn this hand. His cravat shall tighten 
about his throat, if that throat be seared with daily lios. 
Ignorance of man! to believe that what is born upon the 
body has no intelligence with the moral good or evil dwoll- 
ing in the soil; to think that the purple of a Dives knows 
hot the innermost arrogance of its bearer; that tho rag that 
flutters upon Lazarus breathes not the sweetness of a May- 
day blossom, —Dovgias JERROLD, 


LIGHT. 


SOCIETY WORK. 


Onenmane non, O0 Bugg 
Bangs rond an arlicls frun lh 
à Mr, Asbury pN 


a) n A 
wu J 
| mnswornd ry 


Muverinnn's Bou, 1I, 
had a full mosting and Mr. l 
Truo Lilo” on tho “Kingdom ol God, 
whiro on *Modorn Spiribanlisin, ” nr! 
JAB | " 

“5, Devonninnnoap, Moron iiis Mr. | a mH 
(lay last addressed a bargo audience on "Ehu whiny "i 
Dostiny ol Man,” and ho alno gavo ehuirvoyant 

i ay, wh? n 
Which allordod groat pabistachiot, Munday, hn, 4 
Holby, Thursday, ab A pan COT. 

Kruarronb Korwety or MIIREEUANISTS, Waotk Man's j 

W gsi Ilam LANE fi, Morvieg ovory Munday, Wb i p 

d : ! N METHAL 
Kponkor for Sunday noxt Mr. W.O Drako. Hubjost, Wi, 
aro the World's Groat Herons Gone K” The Coty" 
tondor their thanks to the following spoakorn ; Moy 
Wyndoo, Allon, Butcher, Hardinghiin, nnd Di Reynold, 
thoir norvicos iu May. ot. Rainsow, Ion, Bee, 

Boura Lonbo Socmry or Senatuan, SE, CAM bbe, 
New-noap, S.. A well-attomtlod noanes was bh Vel oe Big 
morning last. ‘The quartorly ton festival in the evening, 
n gront auccoss, and actresses woro given by local frieri, 
Noxt Sunday public sonco ab PESO an. 5 Lyceum at% py 
ndidlross at 7 pan. by Mr. Wei. Long, “How does a Ky, 
Controla Medium Y” Questions invited, Inquires wili, 
cordially wolcomod on Wednesdays, when a public circle ; 
hold at 8.30 pm. — W. B Long, Hon, Sue. 

HO, Hiaaesricer, Maryienonn, Sriniroan aL — MW 
J. Watmore gavo un intorosling address on Sunday “veniy 
dwelling oapocislly upon tho duty of Spiritualists to practis 
in ovory day Life what they know is tho outcome of spir 
toaching, viz, personil responsibility, Sunday next, at |) 
am., lecture, Mr H. Hunt; at 7 pan, Mr, H,Hunt on tk 
“Universo of Thought.” Thursday, st 7.45 p.n., Mra. Spring 
soanco, Saturday at 7.45 pm., Mra, Mason, seance. —L H 

Muk KHERUOALISTS) CORRESPONDING Nocinry will assig 
Inquirers, Copies of “Liar,” leaflets on Spiritualism, at 
list of members sent on receipt of stamped envel 
Addross, J. Allon, 14, Borkloy-torrace, White Pos 
lane, Manor Park, Kasex ; or W. G. Robson, 166, Rye Hi 
Newenstlo-on-Tyne., Tho Manor Park branch will hold th 
following moctings at 11, Borkloy-terrace, the last Sunda 
in oach month ab 7.15, rocoption for inqguirers; on Friday, 
at 8.15 pan, for Spiritualists only, the study of medium 
ship; also, at 1, Winifrod-road, on Tuesday, at 2.15 pu 
for students and inguirors. And the tiist Sunday in the 
month ab 7.15 pam. ; recoption for inquirers,—J. A. 


quostionns, 


Moseriny y 
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bpiNBuRGU.-—A serios of remarkably successful seans 
with Madamo Grock has just boon closed. Doctors, lawye 
officors (civil and military) in hor Majosty's service, as wel 
as the ordinary rank and filo of Edinburgh society in it 
Widest sonso, pressed for adimission and found ample 
food for rofluction in the various phases of mediumship» 
gracofully manifestod through this patted medium, Seven! 
sorious cases of long-continuod illness woro treated, and the 
symptoms shown justify reasonable hopo of betterment 
and ultimato cure. Tho controls, whother bright, ain 
“Sunshine,” or the culm, dignihod “Nir Johu,” showed 
throughout koon approciation of and undiminished interest 
in thoir respective labours of lovo, and it will bo many dav 
ero thoir words and work will bo forgotton hero, Jon 
ANGUS, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

Ir having been repeatedly requested that all communication 
intended to be printed should be addressed to the Editora 
CEER” 2, Dukestreet, Adelphi, W.C., and not to aw 
other address, it is now respeetiully intimated that lettes 
otherwise addressed will not bo forwarded. Foreign core 
spondents are specially desired to note this request. It dos 
nol, of course, apply to proof sent from: Che printer and marked 
to be returned to I3, Whitefriars street, B.C. So me 
expense and delay is eaused by neglect to read the standing 
notices to correspondents that it is hoped attention may b 
paid to the plain directions therein laid down, 

“A. 5."—1 could not answer your seventeen questions in the same 
number of volumes. l am afraid that you cannot tind t 
royal road or short cut to knowledge; and I am now tovil 
and suffering to venture on any reply. The literature ol 

| Spiritualism is very large, and would holp you to solve some 
of your difliculties, but somo are so vague and intangible 
that increasing knowledge would show you that thoy are aot 
| to be solved here in this life. 

| “RP. See reply to “ALS.” above. You will tind iu the 
| 


Bibliography published in “aciwt” ample directions, whic 
we cannot be constantly repeating. Whon you have read suit 
able books we shall be glad to hear ayain from you, ; 

“W, H.” -No thank you. We cannot but think you are maki 
a mistake. At any rate, our very strony opinion to tha ef 
precludes us from doing as you wish. 


| Denyine the existence of a thing doos not drive 
i thing out of existence, 


